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Shonenko, Nakamura Seiko’s magnum opus, is widely
considered to be one of the most significant works of Japanese
Naturalism. It is usually read as a coming-of-age story of two
boys, Takeshi and Makio. One was born in the country and the
other in the city. They met each other at Takeshi’s primary
school in the countryside and became friends, but Makio went to
secondary school one year earlier than Takeshi. Later, they met
again at Makio’s secondary school, but were never as close as
before. At the end of the novel, Makio who used to like painting,
went mad and then died prematurely. By contrast, Takeshi
successfully transformed himself from a country boy to a leader at
the city’s secondary school. Two most salient features of the novel
are the style of recalling and the landscape description that arouse
many scholars’ interests as well as most of their criticism towards
the story. The focus of this study is on the different ways that
Makio was called. In the text, the way that Makio was called changes
a lot. Sometimes it is Miyagawa (his given name), sometimes it is
Makio-san, and sometimes it is Makio-kun. Through a detailed text
analysis, a different growth pattern that does not meet the
requirements of Meiji era, and the hidden meanings of the text are
supposed to be found. This approach might contribute a different way
to read this novel as well as to find a real child in modern Japanese
novels.

Keywords The Way to Be Called(®:#5), Social Success(GzEHifH), Meiji
Era(W#5), The Way of Growth(5RMi#), Retro GradationG¥if7)
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